
New era begins after learning from 
100,000+ visits to givingcompass.
org, making it the first successful 
spin-of from Giving Tech Labs 
   
     SEATTLE, WA, February 7, 2018 
– Giving Compass, the first of its kind 
online portal aggregating informa-
tion to help people give with impact, 
announced today the appointment of 
Ben Klasky as CEO.
     Klasky is one of the northwest’s 
premier experts in social entrepre-
neurship and nonprofit leadership, 
most recently serving at the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation where he 
led the strategy, planning and man-
agement of philanthropic solutions 
for ultra high net worth individuals. 
He is also an active community mem-
ber, having served on many corporate 
and nonprofit boards, in roles ranging 
from Treasurer to Secretary to Board 
Chair. Klasky spent over twelve years 
as the CEO of IslandWood, an orga-
nization that introduces thousands of 
low-income students to the outdoors 
each year. A prolific speaker and writ-
er, Klasky has been featured in Huff-
Post, TEDx, and in the halls of aca-
demia as an adjunct professor at the 
University of Washington. Klasky cut 
his teeth with leadership roles in vari-
ety of public and private organizations 
including Net Impact, Camp Galil-
eo, Deloitte and Teach for America. 
Klasky holds an MBA and Masters in 
Education from Stanford University 
and a B.A. in Social Psychology from 
Tufts University. “With over two de-
cades of experience in the field, Ben 
is an engaging visionary who will no 

doubt ensure Giving Compass gains 
exponential traction” said Jeff Raikes. 
“Under his stewardship, I look for-
ward to seeing Giving Compass create 
market leadership in the field of donor 
education using the principles of im-
pact philanthropy coupled with tech-
nology innovation to drive the sector 
forward.” Giving Compass was incu-
bated at Giving Tech Labs thanks to a 
catalytic grant by the Raikes Founda-
tion, founded by Jeff and Tricia Raikes. 
Launched last July 2017, Giving Com-
pass has attracted over 100,000 visits 
in its incubation phase. With the ap-
pointment of Klasky as CEO, Giving 
Compass has become the first spin-off 
from Giving Tech Labs of Seattle, WA, 
where Jeff and Tricia Raikes serve as 
board advisors
     “The potential for Giving Compass 
is truly remarkable.” said Ben Klasky, 
CEO, Giving Compass. “85% of donors 
say they want to give with impact, but 
only 9% compare organizations to as-
sess their relative impact. Giving Com-
pass provides philanthropists with 
their own trusted destination to con-
duct research, in the same way Ameri-
can investors regularly rely on financial 
portals to research the stock market 
and investment opportunities.” Giving 
Compass offers a digital experience 
featuring cause-related news, resourc-
es, events, volunteering opportunities, 
funds, organizations and other content 
to make it easier to give well. Giving 
Compass represents a partnership in 
giving with a collective of corporate 
citizens, foundations, and nonprofits 
to advocate for impact philanthropy 
including Boardsource, Bright Funds, 
Charity Navigator, Global Brigades, 

Global Giving, Imperative, LEAP Am-
bassadors, National Center for Family 
Philanthropy, Philanthropy Roundta-
ble, Raikes Foundation, Seattle Foun-
dation, Social Impact Exchange, So-
cial Venture Partners, Stanford PACS, 
The Bridgespan Group, The Center 
for High Impact Philanthropy, The 
Impact Network, The Philanthropy 
Workshop, VolunteerMatch and more.
About Giving Compass Headquar-

tered in Seattle, WA, Giving Compass 
is a nonprofit portal organizing the 
world’s information to make it easier 
to give well. Giving Compass guides 
donors who want to give with inten-
tion and impact on a journey to learn, 
connect with others, and take action to 
drive meaningful change in communi-
ties and the world. 
 Learn more at givingcompass.org

Giving Compass Taps Ben Klasky, a Sector Leader, as CEO 

Ben Klasky CEO Giving Compass

Vietnamese Civic Celebration day: (From righ) Lam Son Nguyen - Vietnamese 
Community of Washington State, Councilmember Hoang Tran, and Shelly 
Kurtz - Giving Compass

Shelly Kurtz, CMO Giving Compass with King County Sheriff Mitzi Johanknecht 
in Vietnamese Civic Celebration in Little Saigon Town - Seattle


